Personal Reference – Tim Francis 
Tim Francis has recently participated in the NCFE Level 3 Introductory Award in Business for Creative Industries short course at Plymouth College of Art. The course is design to enable creative individuals to shape their business idea, explore the use of business tools and gain an understanding of the fundamentals of business management. 
Tim brings a great deal of experience to the course having run his own business for many years. The construction business employed 75 members of staff and turned over approximately £2 million at its peak. 
The work that Tim is now involved in is extremely different and has much more of a social enterprise dimension to it. Tim has worked exceptionally hard throughout the course to develop new skills and look at a sustainable business model. This has been a challenging journey for Tim but he has responded well to new theories and has been eager to learn and implement the core principles. Tim always asks intellectual questions and seeks depth of understanding where possible. He has been an excellent and enthusiastic member of the group. 
Ann Holman teaches on the Business course and has contributed to the development of the MA programme. Ann says “Tim took an active part in intellectual debate about creativity and being in business. He offered different perspectives, thought through arguments and asked imaginative questions to clarify thinking. I found Tim's viewpoint thoroughly refreshing and positively challenging. He added value to the group and my thinking too."
Tim is keen to progress onto the MA programme where I am confident he will continue to develop his skills and add a positive dimension to the cohort.
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