Tim(o) Francis, Peer Review

My earliest recollections of experiencing Tim performing as a creative practitioner are seeing him on numerous occasions reading poetry at the Chestnut Tree Café in Plymouth. I remember being struck by his willingness and his ability to engage an audience by capturing their attention and make them feel involved with a piece. His work often draws attention to those less fortunate than we are, evoking the need for changes in attitude and reflecting his own personal interest in considering what small but important steps can be taken by the general public to make the world a better place.

He does a great deal of charitable work to do with Africa, which feeds into his practice in his musical interests. Tim is a very experienced African drummer, and plays in the music section of my contemporary morris dancing side. This side was set up in the summer to give people in the city who have been hit by the credit crunch an opportunity to contribute to something positive and creative. Tim’s contributions in brainstorming sessions about the promotion of the side have been incredibly helpful, and over the months I have realised that he is an incredibly capable communicator whose admirable networking skills are an asset to any situation he involves himself with. He has opened up new cultural environments for us to publically dance in that would not have been tolerant to the idea of a morris dancing side playing without Tim’s influence.
His video documentation has also been very useful, as it is all captured in a fly on the wall style that helps an outsider to feel involved with what we are doing. All footage that Tim has surreptitiously captured over the last couple of months is to be put into a documentary that we are both collaborating on, that will offer a very honest reflection of a contemporary morris side that will hopefully help to promote the formation of new sides throughout the world.
Of course Tim’s earlier career in construction is more than enough evidence for his skills as an entrepreneur, and I feel that this city is very fortunate to have someone who is willing to use these abilities in a creative context. I think that Tim would be an asset to the masters course, as I feel that his character, dedicated to hard work and forming positive outcomes, would be as inspiring and beneficial to his course mates as it has been to me throughout the time I have known him. I also think that the course will have a very positive effect on his own creative endeavours by helping him to focus his interests into an academic framework, which I am sure he is more than capable of responding to successfully.
By Dan Petley   BA (Hons) Fine Arts, creative practitioner 15/12/09
