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Peer Review for Timothy Francis
I first had contact with Timo in early June 2009 while scouting for performers for an event I was organising; Plymouth African Festival 20th June. Timo had heard about the formation of the event and directly contacted me. A full review of the event can be viewed on live events at www.acceleratedchange.co.uk . Basically the one day festival was celebrating early summer with a strong African theme, raising awareness for my climb to Kilimanjaro and 100% fundraising for St. Luke’s Hospice in Plymouth.
    The first contact revealed Timo to have great organisational abilities and entrepreneurial spirit. I was aware that he was a performer in African dub poetry and had a group of performers and participants collectively known as the “All Stars”; I was not aware at the time that he could take the bare bones of the festival and re-shape it to something that would suit everybody concerned, both performers and audience alike. He quickly calibrated the stage of development of the event and then suggested various inclusions in the line up and order of artists, offering his own pa system and the All Stars as an ongoing fluid line up throughout the day.

   Immediately, I could see that the event was already enhanced with his creative guidance. I quickly implemented his suggestions and contacted further artists for the programme and within the last two weeks before the festival we had a rare and unusual line up of performers arranged.
    On the day Timo skilfully moved in the pa and his people and flexed to the requirements of the ever changing event. Ayodelle Scott, a guest performer on the day, was culminating his Sameboat project with sailing from Plymouth harbour later in the afternoon and Timo amalgamated the festival and Sameboat project with transferring various artists to see Ayo sail away to reconstruct the original slave trade route, only to return to the festival for the late afternoon and events right through to late at night.
    The later part of the festival involved Timo skilfully forming collaborations with Jo Richard’s drumming group, various sets from the All Stars and masterful performances of dub poetry fired by himself.

   It has been a pleasure to work alongside Timo during this project and especially appreciated has been his ability to see and calmly review changes required in real time. 
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