Peer Review for Timothy Francis
I have had the pleasure of knowing Timothy Francis for over two years having met him first of all when he was a customer of one of my businesses - The Chestnut Tree Cafe. I got to know him through his performances at the poetry nights which were for me always the highlight of the evening as many of the other poets were extremely timid and traditional.

 

Tim and his booming voices and drums always managed to wake me from whatever reverie I was drifting in and keep me laughing - it is this that is Tim’s most significant gift. 

 

It was when discussing one of Tim’s recent events with friends in the pub about 6 months ago with one of the most diverse groups I have ever seen seated around a table that I heard Tim best described. One of the most elderly people present was enquiring about the success of one of Tim’s recent events when one of the eighteen year olds piped up "does it even matter? We all know Tim's fantastic, he brings people together and not many people can do that."

 

Having witnessed Tim build walls to divide gallery spaces for mad octogenarian antique dealers, saluted him while he drives beautiful Italian sing songwriters past in his sports car and called on him when I need the help of his gloriously ramshackle van to help me liberate a piano from an anarchist squat I feel I can say with knowledge and experience that he is a credit to any group he joins and always has much to contribute.

 

He has proved his acumen financially by the adeptness of his business dealings, proved his cultural worth through the myriad of events and spaces he has helped succeed and identified himself as a keen social entrepreneur in my eyes.

 

He may not do things conventionally but so what? These are the arts.
                                                 Sam Bennetts
