Peer Review for Timothy Francis
Timothy Francis is a versatile and highly respected member of Birdwood Poets workshop group in Totnes. He has been an active member of the group for four years, during which time he has been responsible for a variety of innovative projects, including the compilation of a group poem, which was published this year by the Forward Press, an African drum workshop for our poets at Harbertonford Open Studios and a collaborative piece with a Greek Cypriot dancer. This pairing inspired a theatre collaboration of my own, with the same dancer, in the women’s experimental theatre group, Temple of Nothing.

Timothy is an artist who shows remarkable aptitude at improvisation and spontaneous composition. His spoken word pieces frequently include music of his own, as well as collaborations with guitarists, drummers, jazz musicians and singers. It is hardly surprising that he has become a popular performer on the South Devon poetry circuit. At the recent Torbay Poetry Festival debate on the subject of rap poetry, the organiser, poet John Miles, considered Timothy’s contributions to the event invaluable. 

However, Timothy’s work is not simply restricted to poetry, performance and improvisation – he has clocked up many hours of interviews with artists from many disciplines, both on audio and film. He has a voracious appetite to expand his knowledge across the field of the arts. He is accomplished at networking and puts these skills to good advantage.
Good evidence of this is seen in his current portfolio of projects, which include regular local radio shows, plans for Plymouth’s first Poetry Festival and a fundraising cabaret for the charitable organisation, Poetry, Not Mines.

To sum up, I find Timothy to be a generous and supportive colleague, who is a versatile and forward looking member of our group.
Susan Taylor MA (Creative Writing)
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